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Dear Mr. Welsberg, 

Once again, thanks for taking the time to write. 
Enclosing the series on the Excelsior editor’s 
Chinese trip. As far as I know not available in 
English but I’m Bure you’ll find someone to 
translate. It’s nearly a second language in 
some areas of the U. S. Or, next time you're in 
Wash, an embassy employee could find the time, or, 
perhaps a student. 

Back to my favorite subject, Kaplan. What I’ve 
finally decided to do is this: Do a magazine 

piece with an AP writer here who has had access 
to files not open to the public, giving all of 
the original testimony - and even that is con- 
flicting! Nevertheless, it sheds more light 
on many legal or illegal manueverings . And 
between what he has dug up and what I have, we, 
together, might have more combined info on the 
case than anyone else. All we're waiting for is 
for him to complete his AP assignment which should 
be out on the wires soon and which will not reveal 
too much or anything at all of what I have as 
our agreement was for him not to see my files 
until his copy is released. I think his story 
should serve our ultimate purpose of getting a 
book publisher, so we can investigate further. 

My friend is honorable and has a detective’s mind 
and is more objective than I. So with the combina- 
tion of different facts and different approaches, 
we should stir up enough conjecture to last until 
the end of the century at least - or, until you 
find a means to keep the public conjecturing over 
what of course is a much more important story. 

You are right in assuming what I tell you is in 
confidence. I hope the above might be the means 
by which we might meet and discuss our cases 
in person. 



Your impression on Nizer quite accurate, not on 
my ^judgment but by a lady who happens to have 
been a very close friends of Mildred, his wife, 
at the same time she was a very close friend of 
Joel Kaplan's mother when all lived in Manhattan. 
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In analyzing the personality of Joel Kaplan, whom I visited 
about a dozen times, I would say he fits your description 
of the self-destructive type - in fact he admitted being 
in rebelion against a militant father with whom he had 
no communication whatsoever. He is also bitter over the 
fact his father left his estate in charge of the supposed 
villain uncle, A. J,, head of the Kaplan fund. Reckless, 
daring, pirate-like, intellectual and seemingly outwardly 
timid - are part of the enigmatic traits of Joel's person- 
ality. w ' 

As for Ramparts, the only work I ever did for them was to 
help investigate the Kaplan case. I left Mexico three 
years ago before the Olympics and severed relations with 
them at the same time as they called and asked me to look 
for a negative story on how Mexico had no housing for 
those expecting to come. Although I do believe in necessary 
illumination I do not believe in negative muckraking. The 
purpose obviously is quite different. The last I heard 
from Bill Turner was the reply he wrote to my letter 
which asked what happened at the N. 0. trial. I've told 
you about it. But thanks for telling me about his limi- 
tations. Actually, he didn’t go into much detail in his 
letter, it was more like assuaging my curiosity. He also 
mentioned he was having a difficult time freelancing so 
I don't know i f he still is with Ramparts or not. In fact 
almost all of the people I knew on Ramparts are no longer 
with it. -It now comes out of Berkeley-^.. Cal. , and I think 
Peter Collier is editor. He worked on the Kaplan case and 
came to visit here several years ago. He's quite bright, 
not at all a rabble-rousing type and an English literature 
professor. It might be that Ramparts has taken another 
slant under his direction, I really don't know. I haven't 
seen a copy in several years. Have ycu ? 

By the way, why was Bobby Kennedy satisfied with the 
whitewash of the assassination? Do you think the family 
knew what really happened? Or was Garrison right in this 
•point at least, that Bobby unwittingly contributed to the 
assassination of his brother? Something about a boomerang 
reaction based on a suggestion of his that John followed? 

I appreciate all your advice more than you can imagine. 

But if you knew that even Velasquez has sent up smoke 
screens you'd understand better why I need someone like 
the AP fellow to keep the script steady. And thanks for 
offering the NY Times clipping with the family quotes, 

I certainly can use it, 

* More clearly - Joel's outer personality suggests a slight, 
meek, undemanding scapegoat. His brilliance and his past 
performances in looked-for dangerous situations reveal 
the inner Joel - talk about a whitewash - his whole dimeanor 
seems to be one - or else he could be a schizo - 
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Yes, I ve talked, with Joel’s Mexican wife several times. 

She s a whore hBSdx he had. to "marry" (He's still married 
to a woman in N.Y.) - because "every human privilege 
was denied me . (in Mexico, a man may have a woman for 
a weekend if he's well-behaved. In the case of Joel 
he had to pay for everything. Having a "wife" simplified 
matters. She doesn't expect to see Joel again even though 
she has a child of his.) 6 

I do have several pictures, of Joel with Velasquez, of the 
dead man and the body that doesn't match his when aliv=> 
of a woman who came to Mexico and identified herself as' 
the dead aan s wife by means of a picture of herself 
and three children holding a picture of "daddy", when 
in fact she had only married him a few months before his 
murder. 

I guess I'm only confusing you with bits of information, 
but I m trying to give you the answers to your very kind 
suggestions. J 

l beer \ able to check anything on the King matter, 

but will keep trying. ' 

I envy you having so much time to write, even though you 

^ But I'i a divorce! matter 

..f d ' descents and therefore axdtvidKdx have a divided 
dedication. Which might explain, when I think of it 
accurateiy, why I need a co-author! I’m either stum™ 

one b i? e i°f stuf f i ^S paper into the typewriter! And sometimes 
one is interrupted by the other. 

Again, I cannot thank you enough for taking so much time 
from your work - which, by the way, is still mainlv on the 
assassination? And thanks too, for your invitations to 

Wi e ii y Se r possi e ble? d t0 VlSit ‘ ° ne ° an alWayS h °P e that 



Best, 



Pearl Gonzalez 
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